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mark even upon his longer works on political and
economic science. The first of these was The
English Constitution, which appeared serially in
The Fortnightly Review, then edited by Mr. George
Lewes, from May 15, 1865, to January i, 1867.
It achieved a quick success among statesmen and
scholars. Mrs. Barrington quotes appreciations,
written either at the time, or at Bagehot's death a
few years later, from Lord Bryce, Lord Goschen,
Sir Robert Morier, and others.19 The book was
quickly translated into German, French and Italian
and, evidently as an ultimate reward of permanent
literary merit, was made a text book at Oxford
and in several North American universities. It
has remained, despite significant constitutional
changes, the best popular treatment of English
government.
After finishing The English Constitution Bagehot
set directly to work on Physics and Politics, the first
chapter of which appeared in The Fortnightly Review
on November i, 1867. This work also was well
received by contemporaries. " Thank you very
sincerely for your book on Physics and Politics"
wrote Sir Henry Maine. " It is practically an old
friend. I do not know that I was ever more struck
with anything than with the essays when they first
appeared.5'19 Many years later Hutton declared in
the Dictionary of National Biography: " * Physics and
Politics * ... is one of the International Scientific
Series, has gone through four editions, and has been
translated into six or seven different languages."
Harry E. Barnes, a modern sociologist, pronounces
a recent opinion: cc Bagehot's Physics and Politics
remain as valuable as ever, for he dealt with those